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Thursday 4th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

PHASED RE-OPENING – RECEPTION GROUP 

 

First and foremost, I hope this letter finds you and your families well.  A few weeks ago I asked if you could give me 

an indication of your preference regarding your child returning to school.  If you responded with either a ‘yes’ or a 

‘no’, I will assume that this remains your preference unless you inform the school office otherwise, by Monday 8th 

June.  If you were undecided, please confirm your preference also by Monday please, unless you have already done 

so. 

 

We have been working hard to make the physical changes to the classrooms necessary to comply with the official 

safety guidance, much of which is constantly changing.   We have updated many of our procedures, policies and 

systems.   

 

Due to the circumstances in which we all find ourselves, it is important that you and your child understand that 

school will not be operating ‘as normal’.  Your child will be placed into a group (we are calling these ‘bubbles’).  They 

will stay with these children all day and every day that they are in school.  At playtimes, they will not play with 

children from other ‘bubbles’ and staff will not move between ‘bubbles’.  We have been instructed that Reception 

‘bubbles’ must not exceed 8 pupils.  If more than 8 pupils return, they will be split into 2 separate groups who will 

not meet at any time during the day. 

 

Where will my child be?  A Reception ‘bubble’ will be based in Donaldson Class’.  If we are required to form 

more than one group, the other group will be working in ‘Dahl’ Class’.  Much of the furniture has been removed 

from these classrooms and the floor has been taped to encourage children to socially distance, although we are 

under no illusion that this year group will find this practically impossible.  We will be taking the children outside as 

much as possible, weather permitting, into the garden area outside these classrooms.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What will my child need?   

 A new set of clean clothes everyday.  School uniform will not be required whilst these arrangements are in 

place. Please send your child in comfortable clothing and sensible shoes such as trainers.  We will be giving 

them plenty of exercise during each day. (No earrings or jewellery as usual please.) 

 A set of stationary/writing equipment.  While we usually provide everything that your child needs in school, 

our resources all look the same and could easily get muddled, so please send your child in with an easily 

identifiable pencil, eraser, ruler and blunt scissors, all in a small pencil case which your child will be able to 

easily recognise as ‘theirs’.  This will be kept in school until the summer holidays and NOT travel between 

home and school. 

 An easily identifiable (and named) water bottle.  This should be thoroughly washed each evening in hot soapy 

water or in a dishwasher.  If these are left behind accidentally we will put them in the dishwasher so please 

make sure they are clearly and permanently named. 

 No school bags or book bags please. 

 On hot days, no coat (We will not be using cloakrooms so all coats would be placed on the backs of chairs, 

which we would prefer to avoid if the weather is fine.) 

 It is fine to send your child with a snack.  There is currently no fruit snacks for infants. 

 Long hair should be tied back please and nails should be short with no nail varnish so that we are able to see 

the cleanliness of hands and nails at all times. 

 

What will happen at break-times?  At break-times your child’s bubble will either play in the garden area, 

playground or field.  Break-times will be staggered so that ‘bubbles’ don’t mix.  The trim trail, tyre swings, tyre park 

and climbing frame will not be in use as it is impractical to clean these thoroughly between groups.  Each ‘bubble’ will 

have their own set of play equipment. 

 

What about school dinners?  There will not be a hot dinner service. The dinner hall will be used to 

accommodate a ‘bubble’ and moving hot food through school is a risk.   Miss Clemson (the school cook) will be 

making picnic style dinners for all Reception children. These will be provided free under the Universal infant free 

school meal offer.   These will consist of sandwiches in home-made bread (choices of ham, tuna mayo, cheese or egg 

mayo) with carrot/cucumber sticks, fruit, and a choice of a yoghurt or a cake/biscuit such as flapjack or iced bun.  

Children will always be given water with their meal as usual.  The plan is for the children to eat their lunch in their 

classroom, but if the weather allows, we will eat outside.  You may wish to supplement this packed lunch with other 

items should you wish, but please try to ensure that your child is able to independently open any packaging. Of 

course, you may want to send your child in with a packed lunch made at home, which is also fine.   

 

When shall I bring my child in the morning?  There is a staggered drop-off and pick-up timetable.  When we 

know how many children will be returning and whether there will be one or two groups, we will inform you which 

timings apply to your child’s group. 

 

Please try to observe these times as running late or early will impact on children  and parents who ‘belong’ to other 

‘bubbles’.  Do not come through the main entrance.  The main entrance will be closed to ALL parents.  Your 

child will need to access their classroom via the external doors.  We ask that you are respectful of the minimum 

space requirements when walking through the school site and especially at the school gates, which are fairly narrow.  

If we feel that this system is not working, we will introduce a one-way system. 

 

What are the arrangements for collecting my child at the end of the day?  Again, the school finish time 

will be staggered and you will be allocated a time when we have finalised numbers.   The teacher will stand by the 

door and call each child one by one as they see parents on the playground.  Again, please respect social distancing 

rules when waiting to collect your child, and spread out.  

 

Will ‘The Hive’ be running? No.  We regret that we are unable to offer wrap-around childcare currently as we 

cannot allow children from different groups to meet.  Under the circumstances we are also redeploying Miss Tilson 

into another role to allow school to function effectively. 

 

 

 



Will my child be receiving the full curriculum? No – The curriculum will be limited. The activities which 

children take part in will be largely based on the online learning activities which are being set by the teachers.  The 

only difference is that there will be a member of staff to support them if they need a little help.  We acknowledge 

that the quality of education that they will receive will not be as high as we pride ourselves in delivering, given the 

constraints of also providing online content for those at home too. 

 

Will my child be taught by the usual teacher? No.  For a variety of reasons it is not possible for Mrs Kennedy 

or Miss Bell to staff the reception group(s). Miss Naylor is able to staff a Reception group but is not permitted to 

move between groups. 

 

Will my child bring a reading book home? Children may take books home. (However, the reading scheme is 

currently very depleted as we gave multiple books to many children just prior to lockdown.) When books come 

back into school they will need to be placed into a quarantine box before being put back into the book stock.  

 

Will my child need a mask? Will the staff be wearing PPE? No - the current advice is that neither children, 

nor staff need to wear masks or any PPE.  There are two exceptions.  If a child needs first aid administering, the staff 

member caring for your child will wear gloves and an apron.  They may choose to wear a mask too, depending on 

the injury.  Secondly, if we suspect that you child may be suffering from symptoms of COVID-19, they will be taken 

away from their ‘bubble’ as discretely as possible.  They will be placed in the music room and looked after by a 

member of the staff team, who will be wearing PPE.  Parents will be contacted and you will be asked to collect your 

child as quickly as possible.  Please make sure that your emergency contact details are up to date and that you are 

contactable at all times.  We are no longer able to ring grandparents or friends of the family, so it may be helpful for 

you to let us have your work phone number temporarily, until the situation changes. 

 

Will my child’s temperature be taken each day? No.  We will not be screening children’s temperatures on 

arrival.  We may take their temperature using a forehead thermometer if we observe they are unusually hot, but this 

will not be performed routinely. 

 

What hygiene measures are in place?  Your child will be using the same toilets, soap dispensers and sinks 

throughout the day and no children from other ‘bubbles’ will access these. Each classroom also has hand sanitiser 

although we will encourage the children to wash with warm soapy water for 20 seconds as this is more effective than 

sanitiser alone.  They will wash their hands regularly throughout the day.  Prior to lockdown we noticed that many 

children were getting sore skin so we have also purchased some moisturising hand cream which is suitable for new-

borns’ sensitive skin.  If you do not want your child to use this or want more information about it, please get in 

touch prior to them returning.  We will of course continue to promote the message ‘Catch it; Bin it; Kill it’ and 

tissues will be available in all rooms.  We are installing foot operated bins with lids in all rooms.  Rooms will be 

thoroughly cleaned each morning and evening, and staff will also have access to cleaning materials for use during the 

day. (For example, if a child coughs or sneezes near a door handle, it will be cleaned with antibacterial solution 

immediately, rather than waiting until the end of the school day.) 

 

What if I need to speak to a member of staff?  Please do not come into the school building.  If you wish to 

speak to anyone, whether that be a teacher or Mrs Needham, please phone the office and we will contact you as 

soon as we can, given the constraints of the school day.  If a meeting is required, this can be organised but an 

appointment will need to be made and a suitable space found within the school. 

 

Do I have to send my child into school every day?  No. We will hold your child’s place in their ‘bubble’, but 

please keep us up to date with your plans.  If we are expecting your child and they do not arrive in the morning, we 

will need to ascertain their whereabouts in line with our safeguarding policy, so please let us know if they are ill or 

just not attending.  We will be closing the school on Wednesdays for enhanced cleaning and to allow staff time to 

plan, prepare and respond to online learning for all the other children in their care.  If you want your child to return, 

you may wish them to do so on a full time basis. However, you may prefer them to attend on a part-time basis.  We 

will contact you about this next week. 

 

What happens if my child or another child gets symptoms of COVID-19?   If your child shows any 

symptoms of the virus, DO NOT SEND THEM TO SCHOOL and inform us immediately.  If a child or staff member 

develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus whilst at school, they will be sent home and advised to self-isolate 

for 7 days.  Other members of the household will be advised to self-isolate for 14 days.  (You are able to access a 



test via the NHS website.)  Enhanced cleaning will be undertaken in the classroom (or any other room(s) used by the 

person).  If it is a confirmed case of Covid-19, all areas in school where that individual has been, will be closed off for 

enhanced cleaning. We will of course seek advice from the Authority should this occur.  They may deem it necessary 

to close the school for a short time to undertake a full ‘deep-clean’. 

 

What if we live with someone who’s ‘shielding’?  We understand that while the children themselves may be fit 

and healthy, you may be living with someone who is in the category of ‘clinically vulnerable’.  Please check if this 

applies to you and consider when making decisions about your child attending school. Remember, parents will not be 

fined if children do not attend school at the current time. 

 

While all of the detail above sounds unpalatable and alien to us all, it is the only way in which we may open, given the 

current guidance.  Despite all the changes, our staff team remain committed to ensuring that the children feel 

comfortable in their unusual surroundings.  They will be their usual reassuring and jolly selves and your child’s time in 

school will be as friendly and as informal as we can make it.   

 

I understand that there are a lot of changes and there is a lot of new information to digest.  We too are new to 

these systems.  While we have tried to consider every aspect and every eventuality and have put measures in place 

to protect against risk, this does not guarantee with absolute certainty that there is no risk, particularly when we 

consider the age of the children.  So please understand we have reduced risk rather than eradicated it.  I am also 

aware that information changes quickly; sometimes on a daily basis.  As a result measures and systems may alter as 

the situation evolves. 

 

If you have changed your mind, please let us know by Monday 8th June, otherwise we will assume your 

early indication stands.  Many thanks for your patience and support both over the past few months and for the 

remainder of the school year.  If you wish to discuss any aspect of the information in this letter, contact the school 

office and we will be happy to help.   

 

Kindest regards during the most difficult of times, 

 

Mrs G. Harvey 

 


